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PREFACE
et ) v

Music is the finest of all arts. It is undisputable.
In India music is always combined with devotion to God,
and that is the reason why the songs composed by the
great composers are devoted to the praise of the Lord.
History and cur great Puranas have revealed many
instances in which the Almighty had awarded blessings
and boons to persons who used music as the medium for
their prayer. The Lord was pleased by the music produced
by the great Rakshasa ruler Ravgna. Arunagirinathar,
the illustrious composer of Tirupugal was saved by Ln~rd
Muruga at Tiruvannamalai when he fell from the tallest
temple tower, as he could not bear the sufferings of
Leprosy. These are few illustrations to say thar our
music has the power of getting the graces of the Lord.

Human nature being what it is, it is difficult ro
make a man sit for hours together at a place controlling
all his senses. The only art which could overcome this is
music. If we go to a music performance in a Sabha we
can sce the musician singing on the auditorium. Before
him are seated the listeners. There is absolute silence
there excepring the musical sound produced by the arcist,
We call this sound as “Nadham™. Nadham is not visible.
It can only be heard. But it has the power of zontrolling
all the senses. The only super power which has the
power of making orthers control all the five senses is the
Almighry, In as much as Nadham which is invisible and
before which all the five senses of a human being are
controlled 1s no other than the Almighty. This is the
reason why Indians respect and give devotional colour
to music. Music is like the cream in Milk, the presence
unknown but visible only to probing minds.

The seven notes Sa, ri, ga, ma, pa, da, Ni, are basis
ou which music thrives all over the world.

I have been attracted to music trom my childhood
As | grew the music in me and the devotion to music
*“Nadhopasana” also has grown. Though I have oktained
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the highest academic qualification viz. Master of Arts in
Economics, the music reigns supreme over my academic
attainments. This is the chief reason for my serving the
musical cause for over thirty four years.

By His grace only [ am able to compose scngs in
praise of the Creator. I am neither proficient in Sanskrit
nor in Tamil. All the songs composed are by intuition
only. Many of the songs were composed out of my
extreme devotion to the presiding deities of various places
like Madurai, Kanchipuram, Chidambaram, Mysore,
Tirupapuliyur, Tirumahendrapuram, Tiruchendur, Palani
etc. As | do not poss®ss the qualifications of a composer
in the fullest sense of the term [ fear that there may be
mistakes in the various aspects of the composition and
in the words used. 1 crave your pardon for any such
mistakes and request you to rectify them while singing.

1 have sung some of the songs in my musical per-
tormances. Many of my fans desired that the songs
should be published in the form of a book with notations.

There are many who are writing letters tosend the
songs by post. It is a problem to send the songs to each
one of them. In order ro sarisfy the music lovers 1
decided to put it in the form of a book. So the credit
tor publishing this book “lsai Thenral” goes only to my
friends and fans, My sincere thanks are due to them.

In this book 1 have taken pains to introduce cerrain
Keerthanas (Songs) in Main Ragas which are not usually
sung in platforms. The listeners have become alregic to
the same routine ragas like Thadi, Kalyani, Panthuravali
etc. and they expect certain new items also. With this
ideain view | have composed songs in rare **“Mela Karthas"
and new “'Janya Ragas". 1 am sure this attempt of mine
will be welcomed by the musical world and Music artists,

I am actempting to compose songs in other unused
Melakarthas also. Hope by the blessings of the Almighty
and the support of the musical world I will be completing

it shortly.
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In the notations given for the songs in this book |
have given only the basis and it is for the musician to
elaborate it according to the wealth of imagination each
one possesses. For | strongly belive in singing according
to ones own ‘‘Manodharama” and Kalpana (ie) skill and
imagination. A musician should be a free bird singing to
its pleasure in the open sky and not a bird in a cage.
Hope the musicians will appreciate this and use these
songs to their maximum Kalpana strength.

[ am thankful to the Sangeetha Vidwan Thiru

Nagercoil Ramachandran in helping me to publish the
book. v

I authorise that all the songs in this book can be
broadcast from all the stations of the All India Radio.

1 once again thank in advance the musical public
and the musicians who will sing these songs in their
COncerts.

Music is the essence of soul Achievement of this
Art is perfection but perfection is of unknown boundaries
Look for it, Seek the Joy, the happiness and the peace in
it. When you find it behold you bave found the
Supreme Artist, the GOD.

i Yours Sincerely,
Cuddalore M. SUBRAMANIAM.
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